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In response to the Action mailed July 11, 2002, applicants provisionally elect to 
prosecute Group II, claims 5-7 and 15-24, drawn to an apparatus for detaching a film of 
material from a surface of a substrate. This election is made with traverse. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the subject matter of Group I, claims 2-4, 8- 
14, 25, 26 and 28, drawn to a method for detaching a film of material from a surface of a 
substrate, is sufficiently related to the subject matter of the provisionally elected Group II 
that a thorough search for the subject matter of Group II would necessarily encompass a 
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search for the subject matter of Group I. Thus, applicants respectfully submit that a 
search and examination of Groups I and II could be performed without serious burden. 

MPEP 803 clearly states that "If the search and examination of an entire 
application can be made without serious burden, the examiner must examine it on the 
merits, even though it includes claims to distinct or independent inventions." (Emphasis 
added.) Applicants respectfully submit that this policy should apply to the claims of 
Groups I and II in order to avoid unnecessary delay and expense to applicants and 
duplicate examination by the Patent and Trademark Office. Accordingly, applicants 
respectfully request reconsideration of the restriction requirement and examination of the 
claims of Groups I and II in this application. 

In the event that the transmittal letter is separated from this document and the 
Patent and Trademark Office determines that an extension and/or other relief is required, 
Applicants petition for any required relief including extensions of time and authorizes the 
Commissioner to charge the cost of such petitions and/or other fees due in connection 
with the filing of this document to Deposit Account No. 03-1 952 referencing 
532432000300. 
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